BERMUDA INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES 2006 LINE-UP

“AMERICAN DREAMZ” and “KINKY BOOTS” OPEN AND CLOSE FEST

* * *

MICHAEL DOUGLAS TO BE HONORED

LOS ANGELES, March 3, 2006 –Bookended by two films that are sure to please audiences, the Bermuda International Film Festival announced today an eclectic line-up for its 9th installment, which runs 17-25 of March.  The BIFF welcomes films from around the world to compete for Best Competition Feature, Best Documentary Film and Best Short Film.  The BIFF is a proud Academy-sanctioned festival for short films.  In addition to the competition categories, the BIFF line-up includes a World Cinema Showcase featuring award-winning films from international festivals, a South Korean Cinema Showcase, several Special Presentation films, BIFF Kids (children’s films) and Midnight Madness.

The Festival will kick off the newly-lengthened 9-day celebration with Universal Pictures’ “American Dreamz,” a new political satire by director Paul Weitz.  Written and directed by Weitz, a stellar ensemble cast appears in this satire of American politics and show business.  On the morning of his re-election, the President (Dennis Quaid) decides to read the newspaper for the first time in four years. This starts him down a slippery slope as he begins reading obsessively, re-examining his black and white view of the world, holed up in his bedroom in his pajamas. Frightened by the President’s apparent nervous breakdown, his Chief of Staff (Willem Dafoe) pushes him back into the spotlight, booking him as a guest judge on the television ratings juggernaut (and the President’s personal fave), the weekly talent show “American Dreamz.”  Also starring in the film are Hugh Grant, Mandy Moore, Marcia Gay Harden and Shohreh Aghdashloo.

Closing the Fest will be Miramax’s “Kinky Boots,” an uplifting British comedy about two outcast dreamers who finally figure out how to stand up for themselves…in thigh high leather stilettos. Inspired by a surprising true story, Kinky Boots stars Joel Edgerton (“Star Wars: Episode III”) as Charlie Price, the young Englishman who inherits his father’s failing shoe factory. In a rousing comedic turn, Chiwetel Ejiofor (“Dirty Pretty Things”) is Lola, the feisty female impersonator who turns Charlie’s world, and the entire luckless factory, inside out and on its way to the catwalks of Milan. With a mix of brassy humor and heartwarming poignancy, Kinky Boots explores what happens when people who have spent their entire lives trying to fit in suddenly decide to truly stand out.  

This year the BIFF is proud to recognize a Bermuda resident and a consistent contributor to the world of entertainment, Michael Douglas.  “A Conversation…with Michael Douglas” will take place on Monday, March 20, with a special screening of “Falling Down,” which found Douglas as a frustrated father who begins to crack on an ordinary day when he is trying to get to his daughter’s birthday party.  Following the screening Douglas will talk with journalist and BIFF Advisor David Poland.
“In addition to an excellent selection of films we’re excited to welcome all of our jurors to Bermuda and extremely pleased that one of our own, Michael Douglas, has agreed to share his experiences with us during ‘A Conversation With…,’” said Aideen Ratteray Pryse, Bermuda International Film Festival Director.
The jury for the 2005 Bermuda International Film Festival is comprised of:  Peter Riegert (Actor); Stanley Nelson (Documentarian); Roger Durling (Director of the Santa Barbara International Film Festival); Robert Koehler (film critic, Daily Variety); Lia Rinaldo (Director of the Atlantic Film Festival).

Films in competition are as follows (*in the competition film line-up that follows, an asterisk signifies a subtitled film):
FRESH VISIONS – COMPETITION FEATURES

CONVERSATIONS ON A SUNDAY AFTERNOON

(d. Khalo Matabane, South Africa, 80 minutes)

The intimate conversations in this film are part documentary and part narrative and entirely new for the people of South Africa. Director Khalo Matabane is looking past issues of reconciliation, to examine the new role of South Africa as a nation of safe refuge – a promised land – for those fleeing other war zones. On a Sunday afternoon in Johannesburg, Keniloe is strolling through a park when he meets Fatima. Distraught, she tells him of the troubles that forced her to leave Somalia. Just as he is getting to know her, she disappears and, concerned for her welfare, he goes in search of her. On his singular journey through Johannesburg’s migrant neighborhoods, Keniloe meets refugees from Kenya, Congo, the former Yugoslavia, Ethiopia, and the conversations begin. Why did you leave? Can you go home? Where is your home? Is the war over now? 

Preceding Short Film

GOODBYE, FOREVER

d. David Guillermo Barba / Mexico / 2005 / 10 minutes / Color

Violence sells newspapers, and the person who understands this best is the photographer who earns his living by shooting the victims of brutal crimes and accidents.  To the photographer, it’s just a job.  He doesn’t understand that he is like a thug, robbing his subjects of their dignity and privacy.

FESTIVAL

(d. Annie Griffin, United Kingdom, 107 minutes)

Every August, more than a million people converge on the Scottish capital for the single largest arts festival in the world, The Edinburgh Festival. Snuggled between the cultural hierarchy of the arts events and the splendor of the Military Tattoo is the black sheep, the infamous Fringe, and it is here that the hopes, dreams and nightmares of many a comic performer are realized. The film features a motley and hilarious cast of characters including ambitious comedians and comediennes, a corrupt and lusty awards judge, a flaky experimental theatre group, a confused man of the cloth and an actress presenting a one-woman show based on the life of Dorothy Wordsworth. With tangled loyalties, explosive secrets, humor and tears, you’ll be sure to leave the theatre laughing.

Preceding Short Film

CROOKED MICK OF THE SPEEWAH

by Philip Smith / Australia / 2005 / 11 minutes / Color

“Strong Arm” Sam of the Carnival is the toughest man around. He is so strong that he can lift a cow!  There is, however, another who possesses legendary might: Crooked Mick of the Speewah.  When Sam hears about Mick, he takes the news as a dare, and embarks on a fantastic journey to the Speewah, a supernatural land, to straighten out Crooked Mick.
LOOK BOTH WAYS

(d. Sarah Watt, Australia, 100 minutes)

In this tender comedy, Meryl is struggling to meet a work deadline on Friday while still numb from her father’s funeral. Nick has just learned he has testicular cancer and will discover his prognosis on Monday. Andy needs to decide by the end of the weekend what he will do about his girlfriend’s unplanned pregnancy. They meet at the site of a train crash and, though the circumstances are unusual, Nick and Meryl begin an affair that seems doomed to failure: both of them are preoccupied with disasters and full of fear about the future. The film portrays characters facing complex and difficult choices about their futures.

Preceding Short Film:

DOLL NO. 639

by András György Dési and Gábor Móray / Hungary / 2005 / 15 minutes / Color

In the future, the world will be a sterile place, where comfort is elusive and companionship, fleeting.  When one man has the opportunity to enrich his life by holding on to a buoyant, if quiet, companion, he does so, knowing full well that he is breaking the rules and will be caught.
THE PROPOSITION

(d. John Hillcoat, Australia, 104 minutes) 

Set against the harsh and unforgiving landscape of the 1880s Australian Outback, The Proposition is a visually stunning tale of loyalty, revenge, and the quest for justice in a land without rule. Brothers Charlie, Mikey and Arthur Burns are renegades living in the lawless frontier. When local law enforcer Captain Stanley captures Charlie and Mikey, he offers Charlie a bleak choice in an attempt to end the brutality that surrounds them: the only way to save his younger brother Mikey from the gallows is to track down and kill Arthur, his psychotic older brother. Both men face an impossible moral dilemma that leads to a murderous climax …

Preceding Short Film

50 CENTS

by Mathijs Geijskes / Holland / 2005 / 5 minutes / Color

The prospect of giving money to a person on the street creates a dramatic mixture of emotions, which are fed by assumptions and stirred by imagination.  It takes just a moment for one woman to envisage vividly the very worst that could result from giving a man on the street 50 cents and the very best.  Of course, she doesn’t really know a thing about him.
THE RING FINGER (L'Annulaire) *

(d. Diane Bertrand, France-Germany-United Kingdom, 100 minutes)

The Ring Finger follows Iris (Olga Kurylenko), who moves to a port town after cutting off the tip of her ring finger in an industrial accident. She quickly finds lodging in a hotel down by the harbor, but is forced to share a room with a sailor who works at night and sleeps while she is out in the day. While searching for work, by chance she comes across an old girls' school that now houses a man (Marc Barbe) who preserves and stores personal artifacts that people bring to him. Taking a job as the man's office assistant, she soon becomes involved in a sort of relationship with him, while at the same time being intrigued by the sailor (Stipe Erceg), whom she only knows through the things left in their shared room. 

Preceding Short Film

HALF TERM 

by Tony Hagger / United Kingdom / 2005 / 26 minutes / Color

The search for love is universal and bewildering.  This is just one of the lessons that young Mark learns, during half-term break from school, when he, his brother, his friends, his father and his stepmother are all looking for love.
SHARK IN THE HEAD (Žralok v hlavě) *

(d. Maria Procházková, Czech Republic, 75 minutes)

The film takes us inside the head of Mr. Seman, the charming but odd character we all know, who has lots of time on his hands and endless observations to make to anyone. To pass time, Mr. Seman either hovers by his window engaging known (and unknown) passers-by or he paces on the sidewalk outside his building. In a film full of gentle humor, we see him interact with the outside world mainly via a beautiful local woman and her daughter. The window divides the chaos of the city from his equally, but differently chaotic, inside world. This is a film meeting and missing; about people we meet everyday but still not know. In this striking character study, we are drawn inescapably into Mr. Seman’s world.

Preceding Short Film

LUCKY MAN

by Tamás Keményffy / Hungary / 2005 / 14 minutes / Color

Life on the Hungarian Steppe is harsh.  For Pista, a shepherd, days and nights are spent outdoors in the grasslands, where he tends his flock.  Though the work is grueling, he knows he is lucky to have a reliable dog, a loving son and a good wife at home. In this depressed land, however, fortune can turn to tragedy in an instant.
SISTERS (Hermanas) *

(d. Julia Solomonoff, Argentina-Spain, 89 minutes)

Argentina’s Dirty War, the Generals’ attack on their own people, is the backdrop for this tense drama of guilt and redemption. Exiled Argentinean journalist Natalia (Ingrid Rubio) visits her sister Elena (Valeria Bertuccelli), also exiled and now, in 1984, living in Texas with her husband Sebastian (Adrian Navarro) and their son, Tomas (Milton de la Canal).  Natalia fled Argentina for Spain the night her boyfriend Martin was kidnapped by a paramilitary squad. Who informed on Martin? When the sisters reunite, the phantoms of the past have to be faced.     

Preceding Short Film

TUBE POKER

by Simon Levene / United Kingdom / 2005 / 15 minutes / Color

Tongue-in-cheek look at an illegal gambling craze that is sweeping the planet: Tube Poker.  Reporters tell the story of young people in London and Tokyo, who play this dangerous, high-stakes game. Tube Poker players know how to spot each other in the Underground and they know the rules.  To win, the Tube Poker player must have cash, nerves of steel and keen powers of observation.

THE WEST WITTERING AFFAIR

(d. David Scheinmann, United Kingdom, 90 minutes)

This is a film about the awkwardly funny and all too familiar perils of modern urban relationships … a celebration of sex, deceit, therapy and true love. Love-hungry Kath (Sara Sutcliffe) organizes a weekend away to seduce passing acquaintance Jamie (Danny Scheinmann). As a smokescreen for her desires, she invites another couple, Natasha (Rebecca Cardinale) and a pretentious psychologist Greg (David Annen), to a house in the seaside resort of West Wittering. It is an embarrassingly funny sex comedy of errors that tells a story of bed-swapping and sadistic revenge about four emotionally uptight 30-something Londoners whose lives spiral out of control after a crazy weekend in the country.

Preceding Short Film

JELLYBABY

by Ronan and Rob Burke / Ireland / 2005 / 10 minutes / Color

Jack and Jill have an adorable 11-month-old baby, who never, ever stops crying.  The parents are so very tired.  Nothing they do soothes the child.  Perhaps the baby just needs to be changed … or exchanged.

NEW REALITIES – COMPETITION DOCUMENTARIES

CHINA BLUE

(d. Micha X. Peled, United States, 87 minutes)

Shot clandestinely in China under difficult conditions, this film is a deep-access account of what both China and the international retail companies don’t want us to see – how the clothes we buy are actually made. It takes us inside a blue jeans factory, where Jasmine and her friends Orchid and Li Ping, are trying to survive the harsh working environment. The film paints a nuanced, tender and ultimately moving portrait of the daily lives of the young workers who make our clothes. It also brings an updated and alarming report on the economic pressures applied by Western companies, and their human consequences. Winner, Amnesty International Award, International Documentary Festival Amsterdam.

Preceding Short Film

OUTSIDE A DREAM

by W. Michael Jenson / United States / 2005 / 12 minutes / Color

Michael and Charlotte married and grew old together, but she has passed away and he suffers from Alzheimer’s disease.  Their adult son, Jonathan, willingly looks after his father, but is frustrated that he cannot calm Michael’s bad dreams, help him find what he is searching for or grasp the true depth of the love that his parents shared.
FAVELA RISING*

(d. Jeff Zimbalist and Matt Mochary, United States, 81 minutes)

Favela Rising documents a man and a movement, a city divided and a favela (Brazilian squatter settlement) united. Anderson Sá is a former drug trafficker who, haunted by the murders of his family and many of his friends, turns revolutionary in Rio de Janeiro’s most feared slum. Through hip-hop music, the rhythms of the street, and Afro-Brazilian dance the charismatic leader rallies his community to war against the violent oppression enforced by teenage drug armies and sustained by corrupt police. At the dawn of liberation, just as collective mobility is overcoming all odds and Anderson’s grassroots AfroReggae movement is at the height of its success, a tragic accident threatens to silence the movement forever.

Preceding Short Film

ELEPHANT BOY

by René Mohandas / India / 2005 / 27 minutes / Color

India’s street children lead dismal lives, perhaps most especially Jai, who in addition to being homeless, also suffers from elephantiasis, which has left his feet and legs grossly deformed. Jai’s reality is mired in drugs, crime, abuse, loss and hunger.  His only escape is found in another realm, where there is beauty, hope and peace. 

JUST MARRIED *

(d. Ayelet Bechar, Israel, 70 minutes)

Just Married is a startling look at life in Israel for Arabs. Kifah and Sudah are two newly wed Palestinian women coming to terms – or not – with the Citizenship Law. Effective since 2003, the law forbids residents of the Palestinian Authority from entering Israel, even if they are married to Israeli citizens. The film opens with Kifah and 200 guests participating in a wedding celebration that Yazeed, her Palestinian husband from Gaza, is not allowed to attend. Sudah marries Rabia, who is from Jerusalem, and becomes an illegal resident, facing possible deportation. These two very personal and poignant stories reflect the cruel reality of thousands of couples.

Preceding Short Film

KIND OF A BLUR

by Jon Goldman / United States / 2005 / 10 minutes / Color

Amy, played by Golden Globe winning actress Sandra Oh, wakes up in her car.  Elias, her boyfriend, wakes up on the roadside.  The quirky couple can’t remember much about the night before. Elias, however, is certain he wrote something important on the side of a cow, and he is determined to find it.  His search for the cow leads to some surprising discoveries.

KING LEOPOLD’S GHOST

(d. Pippa Scott, United States, 108 minutes)

This powerful documentary, based on the bestseller of the same name, brings to life a brutal chapter in the history of the Congo. The central African country has been blessed with an abundance of sought-after materials: ivory, rubber, diamonds, gold, uranium and, now, coltanan (used in the making of cell phones and computers). However, European imperialism and exploitation, beginning with King Leopold II of Belgium in the 19th Century, ensured the Congolese paid a terrible human toll and experienced extraordinary horrors. The film puts the spotlight on the villainous behavior of a number of characters, such as the explorer Henry Morton Stanley. Also, though, it highlights the courage of those like journalist George Washington Williams who worked diligently to expose the brutality and, in the process, coined the term "crimes against humanity." 

Preceding Short Film

‘TIL DEATH

by Phoef Sutton / United States / 2005 / 14 minutes / Color

Tony Award winning actor Joe Mantegna plays a hit man, who has been hired by a pretty, young wife to kill her well-to-do, but humdrum husband.  She has planned every detail of the crime.  The contract killer, however, is a true professional, who takes pride in his work and has plans of his own. He points out the holes in her scheme and leads her to a startling conclusion. 

METAL: A HEADBANGER’S JOURNEY

(d. Sam Dunn/Scot McFadyen/Jessica Joy Wise, Canada, 96 minutes)

Lifelong metal fan Sam Dunn is on a mission: to determine why metal music is consistently stereotyped, dismissed and condemned. He searches worldwide for the answer, from the heavy metal landmarks of L.A.’s Sunset Strip, to the dreary streets of Birmingham, England, to the dark forests of Norway, one of metal’s extreme outposts. An anthropologist, Sam explores metal’s obsession with sex, religion, violence and death, meets his heroes, and discovers some things about the culture that even he can’t defend. Part social document, part celebration of a misunderstood art form, the film delivers a window into a culture that is far more complex than it seems.

Preceding Short Film

VOODOO CHILD

by Toni Bestard / Spain / 2005 / 22 minutes / Color

Coming of age tales are cosmically interwoven to chronicle the development of two young men in the radical late 1960s.  These are the stories of Pablo, a teenager in Mallorca who endures essential rites of passage to become a man, and guitarist James Marshall (Jimi) Hendrix, who holds audiences spellbound, as he turns into a musical icon. 

PIRATE RADIO USA (World Premiere)
(d. Jeff Pearson, United States, 82 minutes)

Pirate Radio USA is a fun, clever documentary that challenges the belief that Americans have freedom of speech. With the rise of corporate media in the States in the 1990’s, small radio stations dwindled and pirate radio stations came under attack. DJ Him and DJ Her, self professed pirate radio operators, take a journey through the U.S. to seek out others of their ilk. The film culminates at the 1999 World Trade Organization event in Seattle, Washington where the cadre of pirate radio voices DJ Him and DJ Her met on the road descend to broadcast live and illegally. The film is deftly light and entertaining, yet the questions posed are big and real. 

Preceding Short Film

IF THERE WERE NO LUTHERANS…WOULD THERE STILL BE GREEN JELL-O(?
by Gayle Knutson / United States / 2005 / 12 minutes / Color

Documentary about Pastor Steve of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Stillwater, Minnesota, who is known around town as “the sign guy”.  He has harnessed the combined powers of faith, advertising and humor to attract a congregation.  He holds green Jell-O( suppers, and uses the sign in front of the church to post tempting messages like, “Now serving Krispy Kreme( communion wafers.” Irresistible!
  
RARE BIRD (World Premiere)

(d. Lucinda Spurling, Bermuda, 81 minutes)

Rare Bird tells the true story of the Cahow, a seabird species native to Bermuda that was believed to be extinct as of 1620 only to be rediscovered 325 years later. The film also tells the story of David Wingate, the 15-year-old boy who helped rediscover the Cahow and went on to become Bermuda’s first conservation officer. He dedicated his life to ensuring the continuation of this unique species. Over 54 years, the Cahow population increased from 14 birds to 142. The message of Rare Bird is a cautionary tale about the fragility of existence, the threat of global warming and the ability to change our legacy of destruction before it is too late.

Preceding Short Film

A SUPERMARKET LOVE SONG

by Daniel Outram / United Kingdom / 2005 / 14 minutes / Color

Old people have a great deal to teach young people about life and love.  That’s what a wayward young woman finds out, when she is assigned to do community service, accompanying an elderly gentleman to the supermarket.  Of course, people aren’t perfect just because they’re old, and some of the lessons they teach can be a bit confusing.
WALKING ON A SEA OF GLASS (World Premiere)

(d. Errol Williams, Bermuda, 94 minutes)

Kingsley Tweed, carpenter, preacher, social and political activist, was one of the leaders of the Theatre Boycott in 1959 that led to the desegregation of Bermuda. He fled the island shortly after, living abroad for more than 40 years. He returned to Bermuda in 2003, a year after the release of the documentary When Voices Rise... , which detailed the events of the boycott. This film, Walking on a Sea of Glass, reveals a life of extraordinary commitment to social justice, often at great personal sacrifice. It is a story of great emotional impact and will serve as an inspiration to many.

Preceding Short Film

MONSIEUR ETIENNE

by Yann Chayia / France / 2005 / 23 minutes / Color

Monsieur Etienne is a dapper, older gentleman, who enjoys life in his home town on Martinique. At the same time, however, he also mourns the deaths of two friends with whom he had played board games and enjoyed spirited arguments over the years.  Monsieur Etienne knows that his time on Earth is also drawing to a close, but he doesn’t mind, because he considers “finished things to be the most beautiful things in the world”.  

BEST OF WORLD CINEMA

BALLET RUSSES

(d. Dayna Goldfine and Dan Geller, United States, 118 minutes)

Combining a treasure trove of archival footage with interviews from a reunion of the dancers in New Orleans, the filmmakers have fashioned an entrancing ode to the revolutionary 20th-century dance troupe known as the Ballets Russes. What began as a group of Russian refugees who had never danced in Russia became not one but two rival dance troupes who fought the infamous “ballet battles” that consumed London society before World War Two. Infused with juicy anecdotal interviews with many of the company’s glamorous stars, the film treats modern audiences to a glimpse of the dancers, choreographers, designers and composers who transformed the face of ballet for generations to come.

Preceding Short Film

THREE EXTRAORDINARY WEEKS

by Johnathan Rogers and Wendy Davis Johnson / Bermuda / 2006 / 40 minutes / Color

Over 2,500 young people study dance in Bermuda, and more than 200 of them have the talent and drive to excel. In August 2005, the National Dance Foundation of Bermuda partnered with the American Ballet Theatre to present a three-week international summer dance institute for students chosen by audition from Bermuda, the United States and Canada. This documentary chronicles the intensive program, a first for ABT and for Bermuda.

THE CHILD (L’Enfant) *

(d. Jean-Pierre and Luc Dardenne, Belgium-France, 95 minutes)

Dispossessed 20-year-old Bruno (Jérémie Renier) lives with his 18-year-old girlfriend Sonia (Déborah François) in Serang, an eastern Belgian steel town. Their lives change forever when Sonia gives birth to their child, Jimmy. After an initial and promising change of heart about becoming a father and changing his ways, Jimmy becomes little more to Bruno than a new source of wealth. Desperate for money and unable to face his parental responsibilities, Bruno sells Jimmy to a black market connection, who promises to find the child an adoptive home. Bruno sets out to try and undo his callous deed, leading him to a powerful personal transformation. Winner of the Palme d’Or at the 2005 Cannes Film Festival.

THE DEATH OF MR. LAZARESCU *

(d. Cristi Puiu, Romania, 154 minutes)

Old, alcoholic Mr. Lazarescu has a headache, but it’s not getting him much sympathy from his neighbors, his sister – or even the ambulance attendant, all of whom blame it on his drinking. But when he vomits after taking an aspirin, it finally becomes clear that this is more than a hangover. Accompanied by a medic, Mr. Lazarescu embarks on an epic journey across nighttime Bucharest, from crowded hospital to crowded hospital, and from overworked doctor to overworked doctor, seeking treatment. This dark comedy is characterized by what the filmmaker refers to as “typically Romanian slowness.” The lethargy of the characters builds suspense as poor Mr. Lazarescu searches for humanity but is met with indifference. Winner, Prix Un Certain Regard, 2005 Cannes Film Festival.

THE GIANT BUDDHAS *

(d. Christian Frei, Switzerland, 95 minutes)

In February of 2001, the Taliban issued an edict that all non-Islamic statues be destroyed. By March, the giant Buddhas of Bamiyan, existent for 1,500 years, lay in pieces. Of the international outrage that ensued, the filmmaker quotes Iranian filmmaker Mohsen Makhmalbaf: “I am now convinced that the Buddhist statues were not demolished. They crumbled to pieces out of shame, because of the West’s ignorance toward Afghanistan.” The filmmaker speaks to witnesses to the destruction, and retraces the steps of Xuanzang, the seventh-century Chinese monk famed for his 16-year spiritual quest along the Silk Road to India, taking us on a journey about terrorism and tolerance, ignorance and identity, fanaticism and faith.

HIDDEN (Caché) *

(d. Michael Haneke, France-Austria-Germany-Italy, 121 minutes)

Georges (Daniel Auteuil), a television talk show host, and his wife Anne (Juliette Binoche), are living the perfect life of modern comfort and security. One day, their idyll is disrupted in the form of a mysterious videotape that appears on their doorstep. On it they are being filmed by a hidden camera from across the street with no clue as to who shot the tape, or why. As more tapes arrive containing images that are disturbingly intimate and increasingly personal, Georges launches into an investigation of who is behind this. As he does so, secrets from his past are revealed, and the walls of security he and Anne have built around themselves begin to crumble. Winner, 2005 European Film of the Year.

IN THE PIT *

(d. Juan Carlos Rulfo, Mexico, 80 minutes)

Mexican legend holds that for every bridge being built, the devil asks for one soul to ensure that the bridge never fails. This film tells the story of the workers who are building the second deck to Mexico City’s 17-kilometre inner Periférico freeway. The film is the story of those whose hands and sweat go into the making of his mammoth work of concrete, steel and asphalt. Emotional outpourings, and the small moments that make up the lives of the workers, culminate in the loss of a soul taken by the devil … a soul that will remain as a memory of the workers who built the second deck. Winner, Grand Jury Prize, World Cinema Documentary, Sundance Film Festival 2006.

KILOMETRE ZERO *

(d. Hiner Saleem, France-Kurdistan, 96 minutes)

Saddam Hussein’s oppressive regime serves as a backdrop for the film, a tragicomic road movie set in Iraqi Kurdistan during the Iraq-Iran War of the 1980s. With strong poetic vision and the sensitivity of his own life experience, writer-director Hiner Saleem depicts the universal wish to escape a war-torn country as reluctant Kurdish soldier Ako is forced to fight in the Iraqi army. Ako is sent to the frontlines of the war, where he experiences not only the reality of war but also abuse due to his Kurdish background. Using his trademark satirical humor, Hineer creates a delicate balance between the dramatic context of the war and the tenderness of his characters. Screened at Cannes 2005.

NEIL YOUNG: HEART OF GOLD

(d. Jonathan Demme, United States, 103 minutes)

Director Jonathan Demme displays a masterful touch with this filmed concert given by Neil Young and friends over two days in Nashville in 2005. Starting with brief conversations with members of the band, the concert consists of a real variety of performances – solos, duets – from truly talented musicians. The film style lends an intimacy to the picture and allows us to see each of the performers in both mundane and special moments. This is a film for all music fans not just Neil Young fans, and seeing the musicians live and in action is a treat. Neil Young was and is more than just a musician.

PARADISE NOW *

(d. Hany Abu-Assad, Palestine-Netherlands-Germany-France, 90 minutes)

On a typical day in the West Bank city of Nablus, where daily life grinds on amidst crushing poverty and the occasional rocket blast, we meet two childhood best friends, Saïd (Kais Nashef) and Khaled (Ali Suliman), who pass time drinking tea, smoking a hookah, and working dead-end menial jobs as auto mechanics. Soon, though, Saïd and Khaled are informed that they have been chosen to carry out a strike in Tel Aviv. But when they are intercepted at the Israeli border and separated from their handlers, a young woman who discovers their plan causes them to reconsider their actions. Best European Film, Berlin Film Festival.

SHANGHAI DREAMS *

(d. Wang Xiaoshuai, China, 120 minutes)

Set in the early 1980s against the backdrop of China’s reform and opening, Shanghai Dreams is the story of first love. Qing Hong, 19, comes from a typical emigrant family that was relocated to Guizhou Province from their hometown of Shanghai during the mid 1960s. Nearly 20 years later, Qing Hong’s parents find they are mired in a rural backwater, cut off from the new economic policies that are transforming China’s large cities. They agonize whether to return to Shanghai – but for Qing Hong, the choice to relocate is complicated by her budding romance with Hong Gen, a young man from a local peasant family. Winner, Jury Prize, 2005 Cannes Film Festival.

THE SUN *

(d. Alexander Sokurov, Russia-Italy-France-Switzerland, 110 minutes)

The Sun is the third chapter of director Alexander Sokurov’s film tetralogy, following his depictions of the hero who suffers a personal tragedy in Moloch (Hitler) and Taurus (Lenin). Japanese Emperor Hirohito is the focus as he brings to an end Japan’s participation in the Second World War. On 15 August 1945 millions of Japanese heard the voice of their Emperor for the first time when he made an appeal to the armed forces and the people to cease military operations. The film portrays the events leading up to that decision, as well as a second crucial decision made by Hirohito – the renunciation of his divine status as the 124th descendant of the Goddess of Sun Amaterasu. Winner, Grand Prix Award, Yerevan Film Festival.

TWELVE DISCIPLES OF NELSON MANDELA *

(d. Thomas Allen Harris, South Africa-United States, 73 minutes)

Confronted by the death of his stepfather, director Thomas Allen Harris embarks on a journey of reconciliation with the man who raised him as a son but whom he could never call “father”. B. Pule Leinaeng was an African National Congress (ANC) foot soldier who sacrificed his life for the freedom of his country. As part of the first wave of South African exiles, Lee and his 11 comrades left their home in Bloemfontein in 1960 – just six months after the Sharpeville massacre -- to broadcast to the world the brutality of the apartheid system and to raise support for the ANC and its leaders, Nelson Mandela and Oliver Tambo. Drawing upon the memories of the surviving disciples and their families, young South African actors portray the harrowing events of the exodus and exile and in so doing forge their own reconciliation between the generations.

WE FEED THE WORLD *

(d. Erwin Wagenhofer, Austria, 96 minutes)

Every day in Vienna, the amount of unsold bread is enough to supply Austria’s second-largest city, Graz. Around 350,000 hectares of agricultural land, above all in Latin America, are dedicated to the cultivation of soybeans to feed Austria’s livestock while one quarter of the local population starves. Every European eats 10 kilograms (22 pounds) a year of artificially irrigated greenhouse vegetables from southern Spain, with water shortages the result. With its unforgettable images, the film provides insight into the production of our food and answers the question of what world hunger has to do with us.

ZOZO *

(d. Josef Fares, Sweden, 103 minutes)

Director Josef Fares returns to BIFF with a story based on his experiences as a Lebanese youngster trying to fit in after his family moved to Sweden when he was 10 years old. Zozo lives in Beirut with his family, who yearn to move to Sweden to live a more peaceful existence. Just before they are due to leave, tragedy strikes. Left orphaned, hungry and adrift by shells and gunfire, Zozo sets off for Sweden, where his paternal grandparents live. Once there, however, he faces new challenges, including senseless aggression from a sadistic schoolyard bully. Crafted with Josef’s trademark sense of humor and visual flare, Zozo is the filmmaker’s most personal film yet.

BIFF KIDS CHILDREN’S FILMS

THE COLOUR OF MILK (Ikke Naken) * 

(d. Torun Lian, Norway-Sweden, 93 minutes)

Ages 10 and Up

Twelve-year-old Selma wants to win the Nobel Prize for science, and a truly scientific mind does not dabble with love. Selma and her friends swear off ever falling in love, until one by one, Selma’s friends disappoint her by acquiring a boyfriend. Selma finds herself forced to hang out with the boys, led by Andy. Andy enjoys science too and he makes a perfect friend for Selma, until he falls in love with her. How dare he? Selma is alone again, but the attempt to stay apart proves more difficult for Selma than she imagined. Can love be scientific? This charming film seemlessly intertwines humor and drama to tackle the struggle that is first love. This film will warm the heart and please the entire family. Winner, Children’s Audience Award, Newport International Film Festival.

NB: One brief scene with a sexual situation and one scene with non-frontal nudity.
Preceding Short Film

THE MAGIC LION 

by Charles Githinji / Canada / 2004 / 7 minutes / Color

In enigmatic dreamlike animation this film brings together the mystical and practical life of African tribal culture. When a young man goes looking for a cure for his grandfather’s illness he encounters a lion caught in a trap. When he frees the beast he is rewarded with a friendship that will take him on a mystical adventure and reward him with the cure his beloved grandfather needs.

IN ORANGE (In Oranje) *

(d. Joram Lürsen, The Netherlands, 90 minutes)

Ages 8 and Up

Twelve-year-old Remco is a fanatical little soccer player with only one dream – to play in the Dutch national team. Erik, his father and coach, is perhaps even more fanatical about Remco’s career prospects and is convinced he can make the national squad. But Remco’s world falls apart when his dad unexpectedly dies. Remco misses Erik so much that he doesn’t feel like playing anymore – not even when he is invited to a tryout for the regional select team. With the help of his soccer mate Winston, his girlfriend Anneke and winti, a strange voodoo that Winston’s grandmother is celebrating to contact Erik, Remco strives to overcome all the hurdles and make his soccer dreams come true. Winner: Golden Film Award, Netherlands Film Festival; Audience Award, Hamburg Children’s Film Festival; Best Film, Tokyo Children’s Film Festival.

Preceding Short Film

MOONGIRL

by Henry Selick / United States / 2005 / 8 minutes / Color

This delightful sci-fi adventure features the antics of two young people who discover lunar adventure. Friendship can be out of this world and courage and ingenuity are always out of this world. The animation in this short is captivating, the story is engrossing, and the characters ring true to life (as true to life as animated moon guardians are capable of anyway). Director Henry Selick has been active in numerous contemporary animation projects and his care and attention bring this wonderful animated film to life.

VIVA CUBA *

(d. Juan Carlos Cremata Malberti, Cuba, 80 minutes)

Ages 8 and Up

Children Malu and Jorgito promised each other that they would remain friends for life, even though their families hate each other. When Malu’s grandmother dies and her mother decides to go live abroad, Malu and Jorgito run away to seek a new hope for their love. Their journey takes them across Cuba and they encounter tourists, talent shows, gremlins, and spelunkers. This is the first live action children’s film from Cuba and the first Cuban film to have children playing the lead roles. It is a marvelous depiction of children taking control of their lives, won the children’s film prize at Cannes and was Cuba’s entry into the Oscar competition for foreign language films. It is a charming, uplifting, delightful love story that will enchant young and old alike.

Preceding Short Film

THE RACE

by The BIFF Kids Film Workshop Participants / Bermuda / 2005 / 5 minutes / Color

Made with the talents of Bermuda's youth over the course of one weekend, this film demonstrates what coming together as a community can produce. The race proves that good guys don't always finish last.

ACTOR IN THE SPOTLIGHT

A CONVERSATION WITH…MICHAEL DOUGLAS (Special Event)

Preceded by a screening of 

FALLING DOWN

(d. Joel Schumacher, United States, 1993, 113 minutes)

William (D-FENS) Foster, an unemployed defense worker, just wants to get home to see his daughter on her birthday. Unfortunately, nothing seems to be going right for him. First there's the traffic jam, then the unhelpful Korean shopkeeper who "doesn't give change". D-FENS begins to crack and starts to fight back against the every day "injustices" he encounters on his journey. Detective Martin Prendergast, a desk-bound cop who is about to retire for his wife's sake, tracks down D-FENS. In this forceful role, Michael Douglas ably and convincingly demonstrates through D-FENS that even the most quiet fellows can be dangerous.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

THE DEVIL AND DANIEL JOHNSTON

(d. Jeff Feuerzeig, United States, 109 minutes) 

This is the story of talented and tormented Daniel Johnston, a manic-depressive genius singer/songwriter/artist, revealed in this portrait of madness, creativity and love. Jeff Feuerzeig’s film artfully melds current footage, vintage performances, home movies and dozens of recorded audiotapes from Daniel’s life. Testimony from supportive friends and a deeply committed family adds a rich layer to his personal history, but it is Daniel’s poetic songs interwoven throughout the film, that tell their own passionate, haunting, and truly unforgettable story. Winner, Director’s Award, Sundance Film Festival.

THE PASSENGER (Professione: reporter) *

(d. Michelangelo Antonioni, France-Italy-United States-Spain, 119 minutes)

Originally released in 1975, The Passenger is, on the simplest level, a suspense story about a man trying to escape his own life. This haunting film is a portrait of a drained journalist, played by Jack Nicholson, whose deliverance is an identity exchange with a dead man. As with all of Antonioni’s work, however, there is another dimension. From beginning to end we are witnessing a probing study of the human condition. The protagonist’s fate reflects each individual’s own private thoughts about real and/or imagined destiny. The climax of the film, alone – a final sequence lasting seven minutes and taking 11 days to shoot – is truly a synthesis of the movie and a tribute to the director’s art. 

RETRIBUTION

(d. Steven Lewis Simpson, United Kingdom, 88 minutes)


A Serbian hitman travels to Edinburgh to try and kill a couple of witnesses to a crime. His client has already tried once to have them killed, resulting in the slaughter of nine innocent people. When the hitman succeeds in killing the witnesses, Stan Miller, the detective in charge of their protection, is suspended but vows to hunt down their killer and his client, who as a result of the death of the witnesses is now free on remand. When the client fails to pay the hitman his second payment for the job it becomes a three-way battle leading to a dramatic conclusion. Sequel to The Ticking Man which was shown at BIFF 2004….the film works on its own and does not require knowledge of the first.

SISTERS IN LAW – special event $50

by Kim Longinotto and Florence Ayisi / 

United Kingdom / 2005 / 104 minutes / Color

Sisters in Law, is a fascinating, often hilarious, look at the work of one small courthouse in Cameroon. Tough-minded state prosecutor Vera Ngassa and court president Beatrice Ntuba are on a mission to help women in their Muslim village find the courage to fight often-difficult cases of abuse, despite pressures from family and their community to remain silent. They also hold both men and women responsible for incidences of child abuse. With fierce compassion, they dispense wisdom, wisecracks and justice in fair measure, handing down stiff sentences to those convicted. Both insightful and uplifting, the film presents a rare strong and positive view of African women – and captures the emerging spirit of courage, hope and possibility for change. Winner of numerous festival awards, including the Prix Art et Essai - CICAE (La Confederation Internationale des Cinemas Art & Essais) at Directors’ Fortnight, 2005 Cannes Film Festival, and the Audience Choice Award at the International Documentary Festival Amsterdam.

MODERN SOUTH KOREAN CINEMA

THE PRESIDENT’S LAST BANG (Geuddae Geu Saramdeul) * 

(d. Im Sangsoo, 104 minutes)

Im Sang-soo’s The President’s Last Bang is a deadpan, sardonic, and disquieting depiction of the assassination of the South Korean president in 1979.  When the head of the Korean Central Intelligence Agency decides to kill President Park one night during a small party at the president’s house it is both a spur-of-the-moment decision and one that seems motivated mostly through personal disgust than grand, regime-changing ambitions. It is here that Im plays the situation for its comedic undertones: the nonchalance of the decision, planning, and execution of the President of Korea is completely unreal, and while the after effects of different politicians and ministries scrambling to make sense of the situation and grab power seems understandable, the sheer banality and ease of which Director Kim murders his friend and president is startling.

SYMPATHY FOR LADY VENGEANCE (Chin-jeol-han-Geum-ja-ssi)*

(d. Park Chan-Wook, 112 minutes)

This latest, eagerly anticipated blast of ultra stylish cinema from South Korean filmmaker Park Chan-Wook, is as deliriously inventive, blood-soaked and beautiful as we have come to expect from the director of Oldboy and completes the so-called ‘Revenge’ trilogy which began with 2002’s Sympathy for Mr. Vengeance. This new film proves to be as iconoclastic and nerve jangling as the other parts of the triptych, but introduces a new strain of hope and redemption amongst the murder and the mayhem.

WHEN ROMANCE MEETS DESTINY *

(d. Hyun Suk Kim, 100 minutes)

In this romantic comedy, shy Kwang Shik has never been on a date in his entire life although he had a crush on Yoon Kyung back in college. When he meets her again, Kwang Shik is overwhelmed to learn that she remembers him. Younger brother Kwang Tae is a typical playboy with a stubborn approach to life and romance.  His motto is: “Never sleep with the same woman more than twelve times.” Although a first encounter with the attractive Kyung Jae ends without much progress, Kwang Tae seizes a second chance and begins a passionate relationship with her. Told in three chapters, the film portrays love’s impact on these immature brothers with delicacy and sincerity. It unveils the truth about men’s notions of love and romance with wit and drama.

MIDNIGHT MADNESS

GHOST OF MAE NAK *

(d. Mark Duffield, Thailand, 102 minutes)

Newlyweds Mak and Nak purchase a house that is too good to be true and find themselves at the heart of an ancient ghost story. Soon their enemies are being murdered by a ghostly woman with a black hole in her forehead and a great anger towards any who get in the way of the young couple. The ghost is not just a friend though; she has been haunting Mak’s dreams and wants to take him for herself. Nak must put this powerful ghost to rest if she ever hopes to be with her husband again. This Thai indie film is part of the wave of Asian horror that has re-shaped the genre over the last decade and is based on a well-known myth of Thai folklore. 

Preceding Short Film

TAKE A BATH

by Vicky Zabriskie / Bermuda/2006/6 minutes/color/English

Filmed on location in Bermuda, by locals, this short sharp thriller provides a disturbing voyeuristic view of one couple’s intimate negotiations. 

THREE EXTREMES *

(d. Fruit Chan/Park Chan-Wook/Miike Takashi, Hong Kong-South Korea-Japan, 125 minutes) 

Three short films. Fruit Chan's Dumplings focuses on over-the-hill actress Qing Li, who visits the Shenzhen equivalent of a witch doctor, the mysterious Aunt Mei, to get an anti-aging supplement in the form of magical dumplings.  Dumplings make for a darkly seductive look at a woman's efforts to hang on to her beauty. Park Chan-Wook’s Cut concerns a well-known film director and his pianist wife, as they endure agonizing physical and psychological abuse at the hands of a disgruntled extra. Miike Takashi's Box unfolds in fits and starts, like a dream constantly interrupted every detail part of an elaborate allegory. Novelist Kyoko is troubled by nightmares that may or may not relate to her past and jealous of their stepfather's attention to her sister, and plots the girl's demise. The three films are a wonderfully unpleasant reminder of the deep, dark places that intelligent horror can go.

Preceding Short Film

YESTERDAY, I THINK

by Becalelis Brodskis / United Kingdom / 2005 /6 minutes / Color

Graphic illustrations of violence and sexuality fill the screen in this wildly animated production, based on the book “Three Scenes from Every Day Life”, which was also created by the filmmakers.  The narrative begins with the words, “Once there was a baby who made those around him hate.”  This baby creates anarchy.
86 MINUTES OF SHORTS

TODAY 30TH NOVEMBER

by Mahmood Soliman / Egypt / 2005 / 19 minutes / Color

Today is November 30th.  If it doesn’t happen today, it won’t happen until next year on November 30th.  Aboard a houseboat in Egypt, a man sets out his private plan for an event that must occur on one special day.  The success of his plan, however, depends on other people and events, so he won’t know if it has worked until the day is done.

LUCID

by Sam Friedlander / United States / 2006 / 15 minutes / Color

Dreams and reality collide for a successful suburban man who suffers from narcolepsy.  Because of his condition, he dreams frequently and in his dreams becomes a man named Drake.  When a therapist tries to help him come to grips with his life and Drake’s life by controlling what happens in the dreams, the barriers between lives come crashing down.

AZADI

by Anthony Maras / Australia / 2005 / 20 minutes / Color

Amir, a teacher, and his son, Mansur, seek political asylum in Australia to escape the Taliban’s oppression in Afghanistan.  They are desperate to establish a new life for their whole family, including the women they have left behind, but must first survive the brutality of Woomera Detention Centre in the Outback. (Note: Woomera was a real immigration centre, used to incarcerate asylum seekers from Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq and South Asia.  It was closed in 2003 after riots erupted, revealing the inhumane conditions inside.)
THE BANKER

by Hattie Dalton / United Kingdom / 2004 / 13 minutes / Color

A sperm bank attendant does more than just usher donors in and out of a clinic.  Ultimately, he is responsible for protecting many potential “little miracles”, until they can be delivered safely into the hands of an equally reliable attendant at the fertility clinic.  Meet one ‘banker’ who takes his responsibility very seriously, and very personally.

AVATAR

by Lluís Quílez / Spain / 2005 / 15 minutes / Color

The fact that a house is immaculate doesn’t mean that life inside is ideal.  Inside one pristine home, live a couple who clearly struggle with the husband’s confinement to a wheelchair.  This couple, however, are captives of an emotional trauma far more insidious than any physical disability.  The hold it has on them could be a death grip.    

THE DIRECTOR

by Mark Teitelman / United States / 2005 / 4 minutes / Color

Academy Award winner Ron Howard is the subject of this mock-umentary about his attempt to direct a film about baseball, having just finished the sports drama, “Cinderella Man”.  The director’s aim is to elevate regular sport to cinematic height.  His challenge is to guide professional ballplayers, turning their major league play into big screen action. 

